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Build 2019 

Fact Sheet 

What is Corazón? 

Corazón, Inc. is a 99% volunteer-run, nonprofit, nondenominational corporation formed in 1978.   We 
began by meeting the immediate needs of the families with food, blankets, clothing and home repairs. 
We have learned through hard experience that we need to work with the family over a period of time, 
assisting with many of their needs, but also requiring them to help others, as they are capable. We call 
this integrated approach to service “comunidad Corazón”, and all of our projects conform to the 
comunidad Corazón approach to helping our neighbor. We believe in providing as many volunteers as 
possible with the incredible experience of directly helping and working with the comunidad Corazón 
participants, rather than just asking people to send money.  (PS: Your contributions are welcome & tax-
deductible. Corazón, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization)

Is it safe? 

More than 20 U.S. based non-profits operate in Baja California during the year. Since the surge in 
violence in 2007, there have been no reported incidents of volunteers being involved in any of these. 

What do I need to bring? 

Bring a hammer and safety glasses, paintbrush, paint roller, pencil, nail apron, sunscreen, hat, and 
gloves.  Other suggested supplies: trash bags, handy wipes, hand sanitizer, lip balm, and change of 
clothes and shoes.  Dress comfortably and appropriately. Wear closed-toed shoes. Do not bring 
anything you can’t afford to lose. 

Do I need a Passport? 

Yes. U.S. citizens entering the United States at sea or land ports of entry are required to have 
documents that comply with the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI), most commonly a U.S. 
passport, a passport card, a trusted traveler card such as NEXUS, SENTRI or FAST, or an enhanced 
driver's license.  
                                                                           
How will we get to Chula Vista?

Our plan is to caravan down in personal vehicles. Each congregation is responsible for getting their 
folks to Point Loma or Chula Vista, and Holy Cross will arrange ground transportation into Mexico. 
You have the option of flying down to San Diego to meet us however. We will arrange to pick you up 
at the airport on Friday night.

How will we get into Mexico?

We take professional bus service into Mexico again this year. This way none of the drivers have to 
worry about getting lost in Mexico or purchasing Mexican insurance. The bus will take us there and 



back again, AND there is a bathroom on the bus, and we will have access to that while at the build site. 
And yes, the sellers of food and wares are happy to board the bus to sell us their goods.

In addition, Mark will bring his truck into Mexico and haul all the tools, supplies, and water directly to 
the site. This way we avoid having to schlep everything off the bus, walk through the port of entry and 
put everything back on the bus! All you need is your passport on the bus. Oh and you might want a 
buck or two for Churros on the way back to the US! ☺   
                                                                           
Cost

We will take care of food on Friday, Saturday nights and Saturday & Sunday mornings (you will be 
responsible for food while on the road). You are welcome to help pay for gas in the vehicle you are 
riding in. In 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018 no one had to pay 
anything out of pocket!!
 
What are the dates?

The Build day is June 1st. Our plan is to drive down on Friday, May 31st, build on the 1st (we meet at 
6AM in Chula Vista) and return on the 2nd. 

Where will we stay? 

A church in San Diego will host us for Friday and Saturday nights. We will worship with our host 
parish before we head north. You can also stay at a local motel if you like, we will arrange to pick you 
and drop you off.

Host church is: 
All Soul’s Episcopal Church
1475 Catalina Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92107

What ages can participate 

Entering 6th grade in the fall of 2019 through adults are most welcome to join us.  Children are 
welcome to as long as they have a parent or guardian along.

What construction skills do I need to know?

None! All you need it is a willing and loving heart and body ready to work and serve!


